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Faculty
Faculty assigned to teach courses in comparative literature are
drawn from departments in the College of Arts and Letters.

Offered by the Department of English and

Comparative Literature

Major in comparative literature with the B.A. degree in liberal arts and
sciences.

Teaching major in comparative literature for single subject teaching
credential in English language arts.

Minor in comparative literature.

The Major

Comparative literature is the study of literature from around the
world, transcending the restrictions of national and linguistic bound-
aries. Traditionally, comparative study has been based on literary
movements, periods and lines of influence, as well as on genres,
themes, myths, and legends. In recent years comparative literature
has come to include the comparison of literature with other areas of
human experience.

Comparative literature offers students the opportunity to study a
broad range of literary subjects from various cultures throughout the
world. Courses are offered in European literature from ancient to con-
temporary times; in the literature of Asia, Africa, and Latin America; in
folk literature, legend, fantasy, and science fiction; in literary theory; and
in special topics such as travel literature, literature and existentialism,
and Japanese literature and film. All reading is done in English transla-
tion (majors choosing Plan II, however, are also required to take courses
in foreign language literature).

Because the field covers so wide a range, the comparative litera-
ture student does not acquire a comprehensive knowledge of any
basic list of “great works.” Such a list, for all of world literature, would
be far too long. Instead, students learn various approaches to litera-
ture, along with specialized knowledge of areas which particularly
interest them.

Comparative literature is an excellent major for anyone desiring a
broadening and enriching liberal arts education. Its application to for-
eign cultures is particularly useful for careers in foreign service and
international trade. Translating, editing and publishing, journalism,
broadcasting, and film are other possibilities, as well as advertising
and public relations, politics, writing, library work, and criticism. Com-
parative literature is also, like English, an excellent foundation for
careers in the professions, especially law.

The comparative literature major may also be used as preparation
for the single subject (high school) teaching credential in English lan-
guage arts. Graduate study in comparative literature may lead to
teaching at more advanced levels. The Plan Il major has been specifi-
cally designed for students who plan to do graduate work in this area.

Advising

All College of Arts and Letters majors are urged to consult with their
department adviser as soon as possible; they are required to meet
with their department adviser within the first two semesters after decla-
ration or change of major.

Major Academic Plans (MAPs)

Visit http://www.sdsu.edu/mymap for the recommended courses
needed to fulfill your major requirements. The MAPs Web site was cre-
ated to help students navigate the course requirements for their
majors and to identify which General Education course will also fulfill a
major preparation course requirement.

Comparative Literature Major

With the B.A. Degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences
(Major Code: 15031)

All candidates for a degree in liberal arts and sciences must com-
plete the graduation requirements listed in the section of this catalog
on “Graduation Requirements.” No more than 48 units in comparative
literature and English courses can apply to the degree.

A minor is not required with this major.

Preparation for the Major. Comparative Literature 210, 270A,
270B. (9 units)

Language Requirement. Plan I: Competency (successfully com-
pleting the third college semester or fifth college quarter) is required in
one foreign language to fulfill the graduation requirement. Refer to
section of catalog on “Graduation Requirements.”

Plan II: See below.

Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement. Passing the Writ-
ing Proficiency Assessment with a score of 10 or above or English
508W, 581W, 584W or Rhetoric and Writing Studies 500W with a grade
of C (2.0) or better. See “Graduation Requirements” section for a com-
plete listing of requirements.

Major. Plan I: General literature. For students who do not intend to
enter a graduate program in comparative literature.

Required: A minimum of 33 upper division units to include 18 units
in one of the three areas (A, B, and C) below; nine units in American lit-
erature, British literature, or creative writing; and an additional six units
in comparative literature.

Plan II: For students who intend to enter a graduate program in
comparative literature.

Required: A minimum of 30 upper division units to include 18 units
in one of the three areas (A, B, and C) below; six units in a foreign lan-
guage literature (read in the original language); and six units in
another literature (which may be British or American) read in the origi-
nal language. It is strongly recommended that even those students
choosing English or American as their second literature attain compe-
tency in a second foreign language.

A. European Literature. Eighteen units selected from the following:
1. Comparative Literature 512, 513, 514.
2. Up to six units in other, variable-content comparative literature

courses with appropriate content approved by the departmen-
tal adviser.

3. Up to six units from Art 371, 557, 558, 559, 573A, 573B, 575;
Classics 310, 320, 330; History 407, 408, 440, 504, 505, 506,
507,510, 512A, 512B, 528; Humanities 401, 402, 403, 404; Phi-
losophy 412, 413, 414, 506, 508; Political Science 301A, 301B,
302; and Religious Studies 318.

B. Asian, African, and Latin American Literature. Eighteen units
selected from the following:

1. Comparative Literature 440, 445, 460, 530.
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2. Up to six units in other, variable-content comparative literature
courses with appropriate content approved by the
departmental adviser.

3. Up to six units from Anthropology 442; Asian Studies 458, 459,
596 (with appropriate content approved by the departmental
adviser); History 415, 416, 420, 421, 473, 474, 475, 476, 558;
Humanities 460; and Religious Studies 340, 401, 403.

C. Comparative Literary Theory (Theory of literature, genre study,
literature in relation to other arts and disciplines).

Eighteen units selected from the following:

1. Comparative Literature 561, 562, 563, 580, 594, 595.
2. Up to six units in other, variable-content comparative literature

courses with appropriate content approved by the departmen-
tal adviser.

3. Up to six units from English 493, 570, 571, 573; Music 592; Phi-
losophy 334, 541, 542; Theatre 460A, 460B; and Women'’s
Studies 352, 553.

Comparative Literature Major

In preparation for the Single Subject Teaching Credential
in English Language Arts
With the B.A. Degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences

(Major Code: 15031)

The comparative literature major in preparation for the
single subject teaching credential in English language arts has
been submitted to the California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing for approval.

Contact the department for additional information.

Requirements listed here are for the fulfillment of the comparative
literature major in preparation for the single subject teaching creden-
tial in English language arts. All candidates for a teaching credential
must complete all requirements as outlined in this section of the cata-
log under Policy Studies or Teacher Education. Completion of this
major also fulfills 21 units of the General Education program. A minor is
not required with this major.

Preparation for the Major. (33 units) 18 units fulfills General
Education.

1. Rhetoric and Writing Studies 100 and 200
(General Education |. 2 and 3)

2. Communication 103 (General Education . 1)

3. Comparative Literature 270A and 270B (6 units—3 units General
Education Il. C.1)

4. Communication 200
5. Humanities 140 or Theatre 120 (General Education 11.C.2)

6. Linguistics 101 (3 units General Education I1.B)
(Linguistics 420 may be substituted)

7. English 250A and 250B or 260A and 260B (6 units)
8. English 280 or 281

Early Field Experience Requirement. Certification of early field
experience required.
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Language Requirement. Competency (successfully completing
the third college semester or fifth college quarter) is required in one
foreign language to fulfill the graduation requirement. Refer to section
of catalog on “Graduation Requirements.”

Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement. Students must
have fulfilled the Writing Proficiency Assessment with a score of 8 or
above before taking English 308W or Rhetoric and Writing Studies
500W with a grade of C (2.0) or better (see #9 in major). See “Gradua-
tion Requirements” section for a complete listing of requirements.

Major. (45 units) Fulfills three units General Education. Courses
within major cannot be double-counted.
9. English 308W or Rhetoric and Writing Studies 500W.

10. English 502.

11. English 533.

12. For those who took English 250A-250B (American literature sur-
vey) select six units from English 536 or 542; and English 543 or
544, (6 units)

For those who took English 260A-260B (British literature survey)
select six units from English 521, 522, 523, 524, 525. (6 units)

13. Comparative Literature 562 or Theatre 310.

14. Comparative Literature 561, 562, or 563 (no duplication with
#13).

15. Four courses selected from Comparative Literature major, Plan
I, Options A, B, or C (12 units).

16. Linguistics 430 or 530.

17. Linguistics 452 or 550.

18. Rhetoric and Writing Studies 509.

19. Diversity literature course: Three units selected from Africana
Studies 365A, 365B, 460, 463, 464, American Indian Studies
430, Chicana and Chicano Studies 335, Theatre 465, Women'’s
Studies 352 (General Education IV.C) (also acceptable but non-
General Education: Comparative Literature 440, 445, 460, 470).

Consult with English honors program adviser for honors program
variation.

Comparative Literature Minor

The minor in comparative literature consists of a minimum of 15
units in comparative literature, 12 units of which must be in upper divi-
sion courses. The 12 units of upper division work must be selected,
with adviser’s approval, from within one of the following interest areas:

European Literature: Comparative Literature 512, 513, 514.

Asian, African, and Latin American Literature: Comparative Litera-
ture 440, 445, 460, 530.

Comparative Literary Theory (Theory of literature, genre study, liter-
ature in relation to other arts and disciplines): Comparative Literature
561, 562, 563, 580, 594, 595.

In addition the following variable content courses may be used in
any of the above categories when they are appropriate: Comparative
Literature 490, 571, 577, 596.

The comparative literature minor is not available to students major-
ing in English.

Courses in the minor may not be counted toward the major, but
may be used to satisfy preparation for the major and general educa-
tion requirements, if applicable. A minimum of six upper division units
must be completed in residence at San Diego State University.





