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Administration
Dean: Joyce M. Gattas
Associate Dean: Donna M. Conaty
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs: Alane S. Lockwood
Senior Director of Development: Mary Darling
Director of International Programs: Giancarlo Taylor
College Communications Officer: Christianne Penunuri

Arts Alive SDSU
Arts Alive SDSU is a campus-wide arts visibility initiative that 

provides opportunities for students, faculty, and staff to engage 
in transformational arts interactions as part of an arts-rich, robust 
educational community on the campus of San Diego State Univer-
sity. Arts Alive SDSU’s primary goals are to broaden awareness of 
arts events and programming, increase attendance at arts events, 
expand academically informed art-making opportunities, and inte-
grate arts events and arts practices into curriculum. Pop-up per-
formance and gallery events take place at the Farmers’ Market, 
Art Under the Dome at the library, and the Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union, along with a robust social media campaign, pro-
vide promotion of signature and supported events in the schools 
of Art and Design, Music and Dance, and Theatre, Television, and 
Film. Arts Alive SDSU develops and expands interdisciplinary cur-
riculum opportunities by serving as a nexus for faculty interested 
in cross-disciplinary dialogue and collaboration. Visit the website 
at http://artsalive.sdsu.edu for additional information.

Research Centers and Institutes
Center for Hospitality and Tourism Research
Carl Winston, Director

The Center for Hospitality and Tourism Research is an educa-
tion and research center dedicated to the study and application of 
professional principles in the broad field of hospitality and tourism. 
The mission of the center is to enhance the skills and knowledge 
of professionals and students in the field of hospitality and tour-
ism management through the creation and delivery of initiatives 
in executive development, research, and curriculum innovation.

Programs associated with the center focus on identifying “best 
practices” in all aspects of hospitality and tourism such as hotel 
operations, restaurant operations, global tourism, and events, 
conventions and attractions management. The center’s mission is 
pursued in multiple venues, including private, public, and not-for-
profit agencies. Our vision is to become the leading center for hos-
pitality and tourism management education in Southern California 
and a prominent national and international resource for questions 
related to education in hospitality and tourism. The center actively 
seeks to support SDSU, the College of Professional Studies and 
Fine Arts, and members of the local and national community in 
matters related to hospitality and tourism. 

Contact the center in Professional Studies and Fine Arts, Room 
436, or at 619-594-4964, or visit the website at http://htm.sdsu.
edu/web/index.php/centers.

Center for Learning, Instruction, and Performance 
Technologies
Marcie J. Bober-Michel, Director

The center’s faculty and staff conduct research on the design 
and use of technology-based systems for enhancing human learn-
ing and performance, monitor trends in advanced applications of 
educational technology and allied disciplines, and evaluate the 
effectiveness and usability of educational products and services.

The center consults with corporations, agencies, and SDSU 
affiliates on the design of products for education and training, 
arranges for on-site and electronic delivery of professional devel-
opment courses and seminars by the nationally recognized fac-
ulty of SDSU Learning Design and Technology, and coordinates 
fieldwork and internship opportunities for advanced graduate 
students.

Center for Science and Media
Bey-Ling Sha, Director

A collaboration of the School of Journalism and Media Studies, 
the College of Professional Studies and Fine Arts, and the College 
of Sciences, the Center for Science and Media strives to educate 
the public about science, through the strategic and ethical use 
of media. The Center offers public lectures, crisis communication 
training, opportunities for research collaborations, and a writing 
course for science majors to learn how to communicate science 
information and scientific findings to lay audiences via the news 
media.

Center for the Study of Women in Television and Film
Martha M. Lauzen, Director 

The Center for the Study of Women in Television and Film is the 
nation’s first program dedicated solely to the study and discussion 
of women’s representation on screen and behind the scenes in 
television and film. The purpose of the center is to (1) engage stu-
dents, faculty, and individuals working in the industry in an on-go-
ing discussion regarding the portrayals of girls and women in 
television and film and women’s employment behind the scenes; 
(2) heighten the profile of women’s representation in television 
and film as a public policy issue and concern; (3) train the next 
generation of scholars to analyze media images of women, and; 
(4) conduct an expanded agenda of original research on women’s 
representation in television and film that has both practical and 
theoretical import. 

To learn more, visit http://womenintvfilm.sdsu.edu.

Center for Surf Research
Jess Ponting, Director

The Center for Surf Research is the first of its kind in the world. 
The center responds to the challenges of a rapidly expanding 
surfing industry and the broadening horizons of surf tourism and 
its impact on peoples, environments, and economies along the 
coastlines of more than 100 countries. Housed in the L. Robert 
Payne School of Hospitality and Tourism Management, the center 
engages with the surf industry and surf tourism industry to create 
a cutting edge research agenda; disseminates specialist knowl-
edge to governments, the surf industry, tourism developers, des-
tination communities, non-profits, and tourists; shapes respon-
sible global citizens through life-changing experiential learning 
opportunities and study abroad programs; and, inspires active 
stakeholder engagement with the social and economic devel-
opment of destination communities, the sustainable use of their 
resources, and the conservation of their critical environments. For 
more information, visit the website at http://csr.sdsu.

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Volunteer  
and Mentorship Center

The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Volunteer and Mentorship 
Center is an endowed center that connects hospitality and tour-
ism management (HTM) students to numerous volunteer and 
mentoring opportunities throughout San Diego. 

Housed in the L. Robert Payne School of Hospitality and Tour-
ism Management, the center engages with area high schools to 
provide learning opportunities for under-served youth. These 
range from supervised one-on-one mentoring by HTM students 
to the high school students, to an annual one-day educational 
conference managed and produced by the center. These pro-
grams shape responsible citizens through life-changing expe-
riential teaching and learning opportunities and inspire active 
engagement with the social and economic development of San 
Diego. Visit the website at http://htm.sdsu.edu/web/index.php/
students/volunteer_mentorship_center for more details.
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Glen M. Broom Center for Professional Development  
in Public Relations
Bey-Ling Sha, Director

Housed in the School of Journalism and Media Studies, the 
Glen M. Broom Center for Professional Development in Public 
Relations facilitates professional development of students via 
internship support, of faculty via research support, and of pub-
lic relations practitioners via support for their life-long learning. 
Launched in 2013 in honor of long-time public relations professor 
Dr. Glen M. Broom, the Center hosts international visiting schol-
ars in public relations, offers training sessions for practitioners 
preparing for the Accredited in Public Relations examination, and 
houses the prestigious Journal of Public Relations Research.

Institute for Leisure and Tourism Management
Lawrence A. Beck, Director

The Institute for Leisure and Tourism Management is primar-
ily concerned with conducting leisure-related research, promot-
ing professional development, disseminating specialized pub-
lications, and organizing conferences, seminars, lectures, and 
workshops.

Institute for Meetings and Events
Stephanie Dathe, Director

The Institute for Meetings and Events is focused on education 
and research dedicated to the application of professional princi-
pals in meetings and events. The institute was created to enhance 
education and knowledge of students and professionals in this 
discipline. The institute has a global orientation and is guided by 
an international advisory board composed of the profession’s 
most seasoned and successful leaders. The institute offers sym-
posia, forums, and other education programs to stimulate dia-
log and discussion on key issues and to create new knowledge 
in this dynamic and emerging discipline. The institute conducts 
timely and innovative research as well as benchmarking data for 
best-practices. The institute involves faculty with expertise in 
disciplines as diverse as project management, business, public 
relations, graphic design, theatre, and hospitality. For additional 
information, contact Stephanie Dathe at sdathe@mail.sdsu.edu.

Institute of Public and Urban Affairs
Mounah Abdel-Samad, Director

The Institute of Public and Urban Affairs is located in the 
School of Public Affairs. The institute was established to conduct 
research in community and governmental affairs and to sponsor 
conferences, colloquia and symposia related to issues in public 
administration and affairs including urban planning, management, 
and criminal justice administration. The institute also publishes 
occasional working papers and research monographs. Selected 
students and faculty of San Diego State University staff the insti-
tute. An integral part of the institute is the Public Administration 
Center which contains a specialized and growing collection of 
research materials emphasizing issues in public affairs particular 
to San Diego and California. Visit the website at http://ipua.sdsu.
edu/ for additional information.

The Investigative Newsource
Lorie Hearn, Executive Director

Investigative Newsource is housed in the School of Journalism 
and Media Studies. The institute is an independent, non-profit 
organization whose mission is twofold: (1) to produce investiga-
tive, data-driven journalism that informs the citizens of San Diego 
and Imperial counties and (2) to help develop the investigative 
journalists of the future. Through internships and other mentoring 
opportunities, the institute offers ways to enhance the learning 
experience of journalism students at San Diego State University. 
The institute is collaborative, not competitive, and seeks to dis-
tribute its work across multiple media platforms – print, broadcast 
and online – throughout the region. The institute is nonpartisan 
and does not engage in political advocacy. The website is http://
www.inewsource.org.

Sycuan Institute on Government Gaming
Katherine A. Spilde, Director

The Sycuan Institute on Government Gaming, in partnership 
with the Center for Global Gaming Research, is housed in the L. 
Robert Payne School of Hospitality and Tourism Management. 
Under the terms of an endowment by the Sycuan Band of the 
Kumeyaay Nation, the institute has created and introduced an 
academic curriculum leading to the B.S. in Hospitality and Tour-
ism Management with an emphasis in Tribal Gaming Operations 
and Management. The institute also produces and funds original 
academic research related to the legal gambling industry with an 
emphasis on tribal government gaming. In particular, the institute 
is dedicated to the development of a professional class of gaming 
industry experts who understand the unique partnership between 
host governments and the legal gambling industry. The institute 
actively engages students, faculty, and industry partners in order 
to cultivate a professional workforce, develop and document best 
practices, and share successful gaming innovations. Visit http://
htm.sdsu.edu/web/index.php/centers/sycuan for details.

The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation  
Student Center for Professional Development
Brian P. Blake, Director

The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation Student Center 
for Professional Development is housed in the School of Hospi-
tality and Tourism Management (HTM). The center provides sup-
port for internship programs related to the hospitality industry. It 
assists HTM students in finding internships and job placement 
through workshops, focus groups, and continuing conversations 
with industry leaders. Every HTM student spends two semes-
ters working with the center, and again uses center resources at 
graduation. This experiential learning builds professional com-
petencies which enhance effectiveness when students enter the 
workforce. The center serves as a testing ground to determine an 
individual’s competence before hiring as a permanent employee. 
Visit http://htm.sdsu.edu/web/index.php/students/center_profes-
sional_development for more details.

Production Center for Documentary and Drama
Timothy Powell, Director

The Production Center for Documentary and Drama is located 
in the School of Theatre, Television, and Film and is the profes-
sional production arm of the university. The center mentors gradu-
ate students in media in the creation of projects that promote their 
artistic and technical growth, and works with global film schools, 
film institutes, and filmmakers in the production of its long-run-
ning, international TV series, “The Short List,” showcasing short 
films. The center interfaces with local, state, and national entities 
in the creation of films and television programs in the arts, human-
ities, and sciences, including distribution on public and cable 
television. These projects provide senior and graduate students 
with professional opportunities to work in key capacities, such as 
writing, directing, camera crew, editing, and production design. 

For more information, visit the website at http://arweb.sdsu.
edu/es/admissions/majors/tvfilmnewmediaprod.htm.


